A GIRL, aged 8, who has had a discharge from the left ear for over a year. Two months ago white spots began to appear a,t the lowest and outermost part of the meatus: these gradually coalesced and spread round the passage, forming a tough white ring. Dr. Wyatt Wingrave has examined specimens under the microscope, and describes it as an irritative keratosis similar to what is not uncommonly met with on the tonsils, and said to be due to the presence of a leptothrix. He thinks any true parasitic growth can be completely excluded in this case.
Suggestions as regards treatment are requested.
REMARKS BY DR. WYATT WINGRAVE.
A Portion of Thickened Epidermis from the Eaternal Auditory
Meatus.-The tissue consists of closely applied hypertrophied papillae whose superficial squames show two changes-vacuolation and keratinoid granular deposit. The dermal papille do not appear to have undergone any change. Between the lamina3 of the squames many mycelial threads are seen, but no spores. It may therefore be a mycosis associated with keratosis. Mycelial filaments may be derived from dirty water used as an injection or may be air-borne. Still it must not be forgotten that they closely resemble the micro-organisms of a ringworm. Mycelium alone is, however, strongly in favour of a saprophytic nature. There is no evidence of acute inflammation.
DISCUSSION. Mr. CLAYTON Fox: I think this is a papillomatous condition and that the mycelium is only associated with it, not causally. Such a papillomatous condition is rare. It bears no resemblance to keratosis obturans. It is probably the result of irritation from long-standing suppuration of the ear. I suggest the use of salicylic acid in paroleine, which will act as a solvent for the epidermis and also protect the part from the irritating discharge.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT: This is an extremely rare kind of case, and seems to be a diffuse warty condition. It differs from the classical keratosis obturans ,3 which Wreden described many years ago. I shall be glad to hear whether members have seen anything like it before. I think repeated application of a spirituous solution of salicylic acid would do good.
The PRESIDENT: Sometimes one sees benefit from mechanical measures, such as gauze packing; salicylic ointment can be applied in the gauze packing.
Mr. STUART-Low (in reply): I thank you for the remarks about treatment, as I was at a loss what to do for the case, though I was inclined to try salicylic acid, if I knew the best strength. When I removed a piece for examination it bled profusely, which would perhaps be an indication against scraping as some members have suggested. (November 19, 1915.) Case of Fractured Skull with Healed Attic Suppuration of an Unusual Type.
By E. D. DA-VIS, F.R.C.S.
THE patient, an engineer, aged 42, complained of deafness after a crushing injury to the head, in which the vertex of the skull was fractured, and an operation for depressed fracture was performed by Mr. Rowntree on April 24. At the time of the accident there was heemorrhage from both ears. The left ear shows extensive and healed attic suppuration, revealing a cavity of considerable size above and behind the tympanum. Both external auditory meatus are unusually large in the region of the drum. The deafness is of the middle-ear type, and there is no history of the deafness or of ear disease previous to the -accident.
